
How is student initiation going? 
 

So, dedication!” Many applicants mistakenly believe that this tradition applies exclusively to overseas 

universities and American students. 
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Indeed, we very often in youth comedy films observe how senior students in a student hostel maliciously 

play newcomers, as if initiating them into students. 

In fact, this tradition can be safely called international, since it extends to all countries and continents. 

Dedicated to students, both in the world famous Harvard, and in the domestic MGIMO, for example. 

It all depends on the imagination of the senior students and their desire to "sweeten" the life of new 

entrants. 

As a rule, such mass events are organized in a student hostel, and it is not for nothing that there is an 

expression: "If you have not lived in a hostel, then you are not a student." 

That's right, all the most interesting and exciting takes place within the walls of the student dormitory, 

and even a strict commandant cannot prevent the inevitable. 

 

From the life of cadets 

It just so happened, dear reader, that there are a lot of sailors in my environment. Today they are - gallant 

and courageous officers, but 10 years ago they were cadets of the famous naval school named after I. P.S. 

Nakhimov in Sevastopol. 

So they told me about the traditions, how they initiated new entrants in the fifth year. There were many 

stories, but only two were well remembered. It is worth talking about them in more detail. 

First story. Being "dimes", back in September they chose from the freshmen of their own specialty the 

smallest, thinnest and most inconspicuous cadet who had to take the rap for the entire course. 

Especially for him, a huge amount of sweets was bought in the buffet, which the "young" had to eat on 

his own. 

It would seem that there is nothing complicated, especially since after the parental table it is difficult for 

freshmen to get used to the meager and limited menu of the cadet canteen. 

 

 

But in fact, the amount of food that is offered to eat one at a time is simply unrealistic! But it is necessary 

- tradition obliges. 

 

https://domymathhomeworks.com/


The dedication ends the moment only crumbs are left on the table! The freshman will be sick or not - the 

second question, but we can safely consider him as a cadet of Her Imperial Majesty (that's what they 

called themselves). 

Second story. It is called "Chilling". Since this school of the Red Star is located on the very coast of the 

Black Sea, cadets have unhindered and round-the-clock access to sea water. 

So why not take this opportunity to once again instill the love of freshmen for their future familiar 

environment - the sea. The idea is good, but the essence of the dedication is that "pyataks" take a full 

faceted glass (200 ml) of salt water and offer the newly elected to quench their thirst. 

There is nothing to do, you have to drink, and a prerequisite is to swallow the entire contents of the glass 

in one gulp and not even frown. I know for sure that even experienced sailors sacredly honor this 

tradition, and cadets are no exception. 

A person who has not encountered naval life before will say that this is nonsense, but all these are good 

old traditions of initiation, which have been passed from mouth to mouth for far from the first decade. So 

it is the duty of the future officer to fulfill them. 

 

From the life of students 

Non-military universities also observe all traditions, so graduates consider it their duty to initiate 

freshmen into students in order to cool their enthusiasm for studies a little and bring down to earth the 

feeling of euphoria hovering in the clouds from the long-awaited admission. 

So, initiation into students is, as a rule, an unexpected and not entirely pleasant surprise that can overtake, 

both in the dormitory and within the walls of your beloved university. 

In my memory, again, there are two cases, in one of which I happened to be directly involved. 

First story. The dedication took place in the dorm, when several graduates stormed into the freshmen's 

rooms at night and sent them sleepily into the hallway. 

 

There, other senior students were waiting for them, who asked different tasks and offered to complete 

them. 

You wake up right away, especially since some of the assignments can be called tough: it's one thing if 

you just need to dance, squat or crow; but it is completely different when it is required to run in the nude, 

covering causal places with a lecture, or run past the doorman at his post. 

Here is the real extreme: if you do not fulfill it - you are not dedicated, if you do it - you can get caught by 

the watchman. But, as practice shows, you cannot run away from fate, all freshmen undergo tests 

prepared for them. 

By the way, the following task becomes the favorite test of graduates: it is necessary to carry alcoholic 

drinks past the watchman so that he does not notice anything. 

 

It seems to be nothing complicated, because you always have a bag with you; but it was not so, because a 

prerequisite is the preliminary opening of the plug.  


